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CHRONOLOGY
1923	 Drawings  p repared  by  the  Pub l i c  Works  Depar tment  fo r  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f 

the  Semi -permanent   Bu i ld ings  on  the  new UBC campus on  Po in t  Grey  near 
Vancouver,  inc lud ing  the  App l ied  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing  (now the  Geography 
Bu i ld ing) .  

1924-5 	 Cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  Geography  Bu i ld ing  (o r ig ina l l y  the  App l ied  Sc ience 
Bu i ld ing) ,  par t  o f  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings  on  campus a longs ide  the 
permanent  Chemis t ry  Bu i ld ing  (o r ig ina l l y  the  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing ,  comple ted  in 
1923)  and  the  Ma in  L ib ra ry  (now the  cen t re  sec t ion  o f  the  Barber  Learn ing 
Cent re ,  comple ted  in  1925) .

1927 	 Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ing  c lus te r :
	 F ron t  le f t :  	 Math  Annex  (o r ig ina l l y  the  Agr icu l tu re  Bu i ld ing)
	 Cent re  r igh t : 	 Math  Bu i ld ing  (o r ig ina l l y  the  Ar ts  Bu i ld ing)
	 Far  r igh t : 	 O ld  Aud i to r ium (o r ig ina l l y  Aud i to r ium)
	 Far  le f t : 	 Geography Bui ld ing (or ig ina l ly  the  Appl ied  Science Bui ld ing) 
	 (Out  o f  p ic tu re  f rame,  on  r igh t :  Admin is t ra t ion  Bu i ld ing
	 (Out  o f  p ic tu re  f rame on  le f t :  Powerhouse and Old  F i re  Ha l l )

1966	 Geography  Bu i ld ing  (o r ig ina l l y  the  App l ied  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing)  fo rming  par t  o f 
es tab l i shed b lock  o f  semi -permanent  bu i ld ings .   Beh ind  ( to  the  sou th )  i s  the 
Leonard  S .K l inck  Bu i ld ing ,  o r ig ina l l y  bu i l t  i n  1948 as  the  new App l ied  Sc ience 
Bu i ld ing .

1973	 Geography  Bu i ld ing  as  an  es tab l i shed presence on  West  Ma l l  w i th  t rad i t iona l 
p lan t ing  and  v ine-covered  ex te r io r  wa l l s . 

2017	 Geography  Bu i ld ing  –  Eas t  Facade,  d isp lay ing  2013-2014 add i t ions  and 
a l te ra t ions ,  inc lud ing  a  new ex te r io r  pa in t  scheme us ing  co lour  her i tage  pa le t te , 
as  par t  o f  a  ma jo r  re t ro f i t ,  i nc lud ing  d ra inage upgrade,  in te r io r  repa i rs ,  and 
landscape improvements .
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INTRODUCTION
NOMENCLATURE

The Geography  Bu i ld ing  was  o r ig ina l l y  the  App l ied  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing .

HISTORICAL NOTE

The Geography  Bu i ld ing ,  comple ted  in  1925,  i s  among the  ear l ies t  o f  bu i ld ings  on  campus, 
and  par t  o f  the  c lus te r  te rmed the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings  in  the  b locks  be tween Ma in  and 
West  Ma l l s ,  and  Memor ia l  and  Agr icu l tu ra l  Roads .  The Semi -permanent  c lus te r  was  conce ived 
as  temporary  academic  space ,  to  be  rep laced in  re la t i ve ly  shor t  o rder  w i th  bu i ld ings  o f  s ta tu re 
equa l  to  the  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing  (now Chemis t ry  Bu i ld ing)  and  the  Ma in  L ib ra ry  (now the  cen t re 
b lock  o f  the  I rv ing  K .  Barber  Learn ing  Cent re )  when prov inc ia l  funds  were  fo r thcoming .   Des igned 
in  1923 by  the  p rov ince ’s  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works ,  the  bu i ld ings  a re  lack ing  expens ive 
s tone  de ta i l i ng  and  lo f ty  a rch-work  tha t  charac te r i zed  the  permanent  bu i ld ings  des igned by  the 
campus arch i tec ts  Sharp  &  Thompson,  and  wh ich  were  comple ted  in  the  same f i r s t  years  o f 
the  campus.   Tha t  the  rep lacement  o f  the  Semi -permanent  bu i ld ings  –  inc lud ing  the  Geography 
Bu i ld ing  –  d id  no t  come to  pass  i s  an  impor tan t  re f lec t ion  no t  on ly  on  the  un ivers i t y ’s  h is to ry  o f 
cap i ta l  fund ing ,  bu t  a lso  the  endur ing  va lue  o f  these  we l l -cons t ruc ted  and serv iceab le  bu i ld ings .
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SITING

Along w i th  the  bu i ld ing  now ca l led  the  Math  Annex ,  the  Geography  Bu i ld ing  he lped  fo rm the 
p resence o f  Agr icu l tu ra l  Road,  the  sou thern  boundary  o f  L ib ra ry  Garden,  wh ich  h is to r i ca l l y  and 
cur ren t l y  serves  as  the  cen t ra l  open space on  campus,  incorpora t ing  a  sec t ion  o f  Ma in  Ma l l . 
Wi th  the  O ld  Aud i to r ium Bu i ld ing ,  the  Geography  Bu id ing  de f ines  the  wes te rn  edge o f  the  ear ly 
campus a long  West  Ma l l . 

The  Geography  Bu i ld ing  i s  an  in tegra l  component  to  the  ear ly  layou t  o f  the  un ivers i t y  as  an 
o rdered ,  open p lace  fo r  unencumbered  thought .  Ear ly  wes tward- look ing  images  o f  the  bu i ld ing 
and o ther  bu i ld ings  o f  the  Semi -permanent  c lus te r  memorab ly  show the  backdrop  o f  f i r s t  and 
second growth  coas ta l  fo res t ,  i l l us t ra t ing   one  key  ear ly  concept ion  o f  the  campus as  a  p lace 
se t  in  i t s  sp lend id  i so la t ion  o f  a  fo res t  c lear ing .

The campus has  changed around the  Geography  Bu i ld ing  in  the  94  years  s ince  i t s  cons t ruc t ion .  
F rom the  1920s  th rough to  the  1980s ,  the  Geography  Bu i ld ing  was  a  s tab le ,  subs tan t ia l  f i x tu re 
on  West  Ma l l  as  the  s t ree t  became l ined  w i th  a  co l lec t ion  o f  newer  bu i ld ings ,  even more 
temporary  s t ruc tu res ,  inc lud ing  re loca ted  a rmy hu ts  re -purposed as  c lassroom,  labora to ry  and 
academic  o f f i ce  spaces  fo l low ing  Wor ld  War  I I ,  and  the  annexes  o f  the  1960s  and ‘70s  fo r  a 
s im i la r  var ie ty  o f  uses .  

Geography Building
	

Math Annex
	

Army Huts along West Mall, 1947
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DESIGN

The des ign  o f  the  Semi -permanent  c lus te r,  inc lud ing  the  Geography  Bu i ld ing ,  was  the  work  o f 
the  p rov inc ia l  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works ,  the  b ranch  o f  the  p rov inc ia l  government  g iven  the 
task  o f  bu i ld ing  the  p rov inc ia l  in f ras t ruc tu re .  The  depar tment  rep laced the  Lands  and Works 
Depar tment  in  1908 w i th  the  enac tment  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works  Ac t  (SBC 1908,  c .  41) . 
I t s  mandate  inc luded cons t ruc t ion  and  ma in tenance o f  government  o f f i ces  and  bu i ld ings ,  pub l i c 
h ighways ,  b r idges ,  wharves ,  r i ve r -bank  p ro tec t ion ,  and  ma in tenance o f  fe r ry  and  s teamboat 
serv ices .  In  1947 the  work  o f  the  depar tment  was  d iv ided  in to  d is t r i c t  o f f i ces ,  an  Arch i tec t ’s 
Branch ,  Account ing  Branch ,  Eng ineer ing  Branch ,  and  Equ ipment  Branch .  The depar tment  was 
a lso  respons ib le  fo r  bo i le r  inspec t ion  and  e lec t r i ca l  energy  inspec t ion . 

The des ign  o f  each  bu i ld ing   i s  no tab le  fo r  res t ra ined  de ta i l i ng  in  vague ly  Goth ic - insp i red 
de ta i l s  then  popu la r  in  the  Eng l i sh -speak ing  wor ld  fo r  ins t i tu t ions  o f  h igher  learn ing ,  and  wh ich 
re fe r  to  the  g rander  nearby  permanent  bu i ld ings  –  the  Ma in  L ib ra ry  and  the  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing 
(as  they  were  o r ig ina l l y  ca l led) .   M inor  f lour ishes  a round arched ma in  ex te r io r  doors  and 
porches  come across  as  bu i ld ings  w i th  suppor t ing  ro les  in  sympathy  w i th  the  lo f t ie r  permanent 
s t ruc tu res .

MATERIALS

The mater ia l  pa le t te  o f  the  bu i ld ing  i s  t yp ica l  fo r  the  Semi -permanent  c lus te r :  rough-cas t  s tucco 
c ladd ing ,  ganged or  pa i red  wood w indow open ings  w i th  s tucco  jamb and head revea ls  and  a 
p ro jec t ing  wood s i l l  (perhaps  f lashed f rom the  beg inn ing) ,  doub le -hung wood sash ,  and  s l igh t l y 
o rnamented  roo f  parapet  s i lhouet tes ,  and  l igh t l y  o rnamented  doorways ,  usua l l y  inse t  w i th in 
a rched open ings  in  the  bu i ld ing  face .

Left: 	 West Mall Annex, constructed 1969
Right:	 Ponderosa Annex, constructed 1971
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Left 	 Top:	 Applied Science Building (now Geography Building) behind Agriculture Building (now Math Annex),1927 (UBC 1.1/706)
	 Middle:	 East Facade, 1948 (UB 24.1/115)
	 Bottom: 	 West Mall facade from the south, c. 1970s (UBC 41.1/1558-1)
Right	 Top:	 Newly constructed Applied Science Building ( now Geography Building) (UBC 1.1/685)
	 Middle:	 Lecture Room, 1932 (UBC 1.1/1738)
	 Bottom:	 East Facade, with vine-covered wing including Lecture Room, c. 1970s (UBC 41.1/1558-2)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
GEOGRAPHY BUILDING 
DESCRIPTION

The Geography  Bu i ld ing  i s  the  s imp le  s tuccoed two-s to rey  bu i ld ing  on  West  Ma l l  in  the  b lock  o f 
academic  bu i ld ings  be tween Agr icu l tu ra l  Road and Memor ia l  Road,  and  West  and  Ma in  Ma l l s . 
The  bu i ld ing  i s  s i tua ted  immedia te ly  wes t  o f  the  Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex .

VALUES

As one o f  the  very  ear l ies t  bu i ld ings  on  campus,  the  Geography  Bu i ld ing  i s  va lued  fo r  i t s  s i t ing 
and  grounds ,  i t s  p rov is iona l  s ta tu re  ( i t  i s  one  o f  the  g roup o f  ear ly  bu i ld ings  te rmed the  Semi -
permanent  Bu i ld ings) ,  and  i t s  endur ing  p resence ( toge ther  w i th  the  Math  Bu i ld ing ,  Math  Annex , 
O ld  Admin is t ra t ion  Bu i ld ing  and Aud i to r ium)  –  a l l  o f  wh ich  con t r ibu te  to  the  bu i ld ing  be ing  a 
phys ica l  encounter  w i th  the  ear ly  UBC campus and,  by  ex tens ion ,  i t s  foundat iona l  cu l tu re  a t  the 
hear t  o f  the  ever -deve lop ing  campus.

The Geography  Bu i ld ing  i s  a  s ign i f i can t  component  o f  the  ear ly  campus,  fea tu red  in  ear ly  
pho tograph ic  imagery  tha t  por t ray  the  campus as  a  man icured  idea l  p lace  o f  open perspec t i ve 
se t  in  a  fo res t  c lear ing .   As  par t  o f  those  semina l  cu l tu ra l  images  o f  the  un ivers i t y,  the  Geography 
Bu i ld ing  i s  a  key  component  to  the  un ivers i t y ’s  cu l tu ra l  iden t i t y. 

A wh i f f  o f  the  ear ly  20 th  Century  charac te r  can  be  seen in  the  foundat ion  p lan t ing  a round the 
bu i ld ing  and the  te r races  bo th  eas t  and  wes t  o f  the  bu i ld ing  tha t  he lped  negot ia te  leve l  g round 
fo r  s imp le  s t ruc tu res  w i th in  the  genera l  s lope  down f rom Main  Ma l l  to  West  Ma l l .

Geography Building east facade, 2017
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Des igned and bu i l t  i n  two years ,  the  bu i ld ing  i s  va luab le  as  an  example  o f  the  s tandard 
work  o f  the  1920s  by  the  p rov ince ’s  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works ,  the  p rov inc ia l  depar tment 
charged w i th  bu i ld ing  in f ras t ruc tu re  th roughout  the  p rov ince .  The economy o f  the  fo rm and 
de ta i l i ng  convey  the  modes t  f inanc ia l  c i rcumstances  sur round ing  the  un ivers i t y ’s  beg inn ings .  
The  bu i ld ing ’s  pub l i c  depar tment  des ign  i s  ev idence o f  the  un ivers i t y  be ing  a  fundamenta l l y 
p rov inc ia l  in i t ia t i ve ,  sub jec t  to  the  f inanc ia l  cons t ra in ts  o f  the  p rov inc ia l  budget . 

The  prov is iona l  na tu re  o f  the  bu i ld ing  ( i t  was  par t  o f  the  Semi -permanent  c lus te r )  i s  an  impor tan t 
example  o f  the  ad-hoc  deve lopment  o f  the  ear ly  campus as  funds  and resources  cou ld  be 
ob ta ined  –  a  p rac t i ce  most  famous ly  i l l us t ra ted  by  the  re -purpos ing  o f  a rmy hu ts  fo r  use  as 
c lassrooms,  o f f i ces  and  labora to r ies  in  the  1940s .  That  the  bu i ld ing  changed f rom be ing  space 
fo r  the  App l ied  Sc iences  ind ica tes  bo th  the  ins t i tu t iona l  h is to ry  o f  mak ing-do  as  the  campus 
grew and requ i red  more  academic  space ,  and  the  burgeon ing  App l ied  Sc ience  cur r i cu lum s ince 
1925.

The Geography  Bu i ld ing  i s  va luab le  as  a  phys ica l  record  o f  the  campus as  i t  was  f i r s t  bu i l t .  
The  s imp ly -p lanned and de ta i led  durab le  wood f rame cons t ruc t ion  has  p rov ided  serv iceab le 
economica l  c lassrooms,  o f f i ces  and  lec tu re  ha l l  i n  a  t rad i t iona l  co l leg ia te  a tmosphere  fo r 
a lmos t  100  years .    The  la te r,  g rander  cons t ruc t ions  a round them on ly  serve  to  underscore  the 
modes t  beg inn ings  o f  the  un ivers i t y  as  seen in  these  bu i ld ings .

The bu i ld ing  i s  a lso  impor tan t  as  a  record  o f  re -purpos ing  over  decades ,  w i th  i t s  phys ica l 
mod i f i ca t ions  be ing  ev idence o f  the  un ivers i t y ’s  cu l tu re  o f  re -use  o f  the i r  phys ica l  p lan t .

That  the  bu i ld ing  remains  a  s t rong  p resence on  West  Ma l l  i s  an  impor tan t  marker  o f  the 
deve lopment  o f  the  campus a t  i t s  cen t re ,  and  o f  West  Ma l l  in  par t i cu la r.   The  ma l l  has  gone 
f rom be ing  l ined  w i th  temporary  and /or  insubs tan t ia l  s t ruc tu res  to  the  address  o f  s ign i f i can t 
bu i ld ings  o f  cen t ra l  impor tance  to  the  campus.

CHARACTER-DEFINING ELEMENTS

Si te
• 	 Spat ia l  a r rangement  o f  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings
• 	 Foundat ion  p lan t ing
• 	 Vines  t ra ined  over  en t rances  and up  s tucco  wa l l s
• 	 Address  on  West  Ma l l
• 	 Ter races  eas t  and  wes t  o f  the  bu i ld ing

Bui ld ing

• 	 In tang ib le :  Present  and  pas t  names o f  the  bu i ld ing , 
      and  re fe rence  to  i t  be ing  par t  o f  the  Semi -permanent 
      Bu i ld ing  c lus te r 
• 	 Wood f rame cons t ruc t ion
• 	 Symmet r i ca l  hor izon ta l  fo rm w i th  cen t ra l  ax is  					   

perpend icu la r  to  West  Ma l l  ax is
• 	 Ma in  Ent rance  fac ing  West  Ma l l 
• 	 S imp le  decora t i ve  f lour ishes  o f  bu i ld ing  en t rances
	 -  M inor  decora t i ve  work  above arched open ings
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	 -  S tepped faux-bu t t ress ing
	 -  Sha l low f la t -a rched open ings
	 -  G lazed wood doors ,  and  t ransom l i tes
	 -  Sha l low covered  porches
• 	 S tucco  c ladd ing  w i th  cav i ty  (c rea ted  by  meta l  la th  over  s t rapp ing)
• 	 Or ig ina l  wood w indows
• 	 Remnants  o f  the  o r ig ina l  bu i ld ing  fo rm
• 	 Parapet  w i th  l i gh t l y  c rene l la ted  fo rm,  and  i t s  meta l  f lash ing
• 	 Ra in  water  scuppers ,  leader  boxes ,  leaders
• 	 Remnants  o f  o r ig ina l  in te r io r  spaces  and f in ishes
• 	 Gener ic  na tu ra l l y - l i t  c lassrooms and o f f i ces

Top:	 South facade	
Middle:	 East Facade central bay
Bottom: 	 Southeast corner

Right:
Top:	 Main Floor Plan, 1925
Bottom:	 Elevations, section, 1925


